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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont’d) 

CONDOLENCES TO: 
Ivan Bruno-Gaston  

on the loss of his father  

GET WELL WISHES TO: 
Prudel Belle   

Please Let Us Know… 
Please contact one of our Sunshine 
Committee members if you are ill, know 
of anyone who is ill or would like to share 
any   condolences and would like it to be 
announced in the NEWS:  

Elet Cyris, Chair ................ 791-9087  
Paul Baker ........................ 784-0067 
Samuel Baxter .................. 798-2864 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
May was a busy month for CAFCI.  We 
executed two major programs during the 
month of May: our Student Assistance 
Awards and our Cultural Diversity Day 
programs.    
 
Student Assistance Awards: Thanks to the 
generosity of our members, friends and 
supporters, we were able to award over 
$16,500 financial scholarships to twenty-one 
bright and ambitious students from our local 
community. These students will be going to 
various colleges and technical schools to 
pursue advanced degrees.  Special thanks to 
Nadine White-Boyd and Junette Powell, co-
chairs of the student assistance committee, 
and committee members: Lorianne Cabrera, 
Leonie Escoffery, Clover Henry-Gilroy, Cedric 
Lynch and Alpha McDonald for all their hard 
work in soliciting and raising funds; for 
selecting the recipients and for making the 
evening special.  

Cultural Diversity Day:  For the past twelve 
years, CAFCI, the Village of Royal Palm 
Beach and the Palm Beach Cultural Council, 
have partnered to bring together people from 
diverse cultural backgrounds to celebrate 
their culture in dance, song and various 
performances. This year’s event was truly 
diverse with performances from local Indian 
and Chinese groups as well as performances 
from the various Caribbean and American 
groups.  The crowd thoroughly enjoyed the 
food, fashion, history and entertainment. This 
event represented our core mission “To 
maintain and sustain the quality of life for the 
community consistent with the culture and 
tradition of our diverse ancestral heritage.” 
Special thanks to Elet Cyris, and her team for 
the incredible amount of work to put this 
event together.  The task of getting various 
acts from different performers and cultures is 
not an easy one. Once again, this team 
executed    flawlessly.  This   year’s   Cultural  
 
(continued on page 2) 

 

 
JUNE 16 - 31 

Gladys E. Brown        18 

Carmen Johnson          18 

Georgia Brown 19 

Hyacinth M. Wilson 20 

Rhonda Ferrin-Davis   21 

Gerald Damon             26 

Lillian McGann             28 

JULY 1 - 15 

Audrey Campbell       01 

Henworth Ferguson   07 

Everett Wheatley       07 

Kenneth Salmon        08 

Mavis Baxter             11 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

President ........................................ Dennis Wright 
1st Vice President ................. Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 
2nd Vice President ......................... Genieve White 
Treasurer ....................................... Millie Hampton 
Recording Secretary ................... Alvin Nembhard 
Corresponding Secretary ............. Barbara Walker 

DIRECTORS 
Pamela Fraser Junette Powell 

 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Sandra Gordon  Lascelles Harris  

Lawrence Logan  Shirley Morrison  
Junette Powell  Barbara Walker  

Thalia White 
 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Alliance .......................................... Genieve White 
Annual Friendship Ball ................... Dennis Wright 
Budget .......................................... Radcliffe Brown  
Bylaws .......................................... Barbara Walker 
CAFCI Home ................................Radcliffe Brown 
Cultural .................................................. Elet Cyris 
Finance ......................................... Genieve White 
Food ............................................ Alvin Nembhard 
Grants .................................... Nadine White-Boyd 
Historian/Protocol ................. Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 
Newsletter ................ Junette Powell/Thalia White 
Membership ............................... Lawrence Logan 
Membership Recruitment  
  and Retention .................................... Elaine Ealy 
Parliamentarian .................... Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 
Program ............................... Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 
Relay for Life ..................................... Nova Brown 
Student Assistance ........................................ TBA 
Sunshine ............................................... Elet Cyris 
Talent Show ........................... Nadine White-Boyd 
Toys for Tots .............................. Lauriston Simms 
Venue/Reservations ................... Lawrence Logan 
Vivian Ferrin Memorial .................. Genieve White 
Website ........................................Radcliffe Brown 
Youth .................................... Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 

CONTACT US  
1030 Royal Palm Beach Boulevard, Box 11 

Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411 
561-790-4002 

cafci@bellsouth.net  www.cafcipbc.org 

Board meetings - 4th Thursday of the month  
See back page for calendar of events. 

 

 

September 17, 2016 

CAFCI’S ANNUAL FRIENDSHIP BALL 
Hilton Palm Beach Airport 

150 Australian Ave., West Palm Beach 

Details will be provided on the 
website and in upcoming issues of 

the Newsletter. 

 

Welcome New Member 
Alliseen Kelly-Rambeau 

mailto:cafci@bellsouth.net


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont’d) 
Committee consisted of the following members and 
supporters: Elet Cyris, Marjorie Aiken, Paul Baker, Henworth 
Ferguson, Hope Francis, Ernie Garvey, Margaret Granda, 
Winsom Martin, Shirley Morrison and Genieve White.   
 
CAFCI Annual Friendship Ball: Plans are under way for 
this year’s annual Friendship  Ball  on  Saturday, 
September 17, 2016 at 7 pm at the Hilton Palm Beach 
Airport. The venue is already reserved and we are in the 
process of finalizing the entertainment and dinner selections.  
Once again, this will be an exciting evening. More details will 
be announced at the June meeting, and in the July and 
August issues of the Newsletter.   Information will also be 
available on our website shortly.   
 
Dennis Wright  
President 

 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Saturday, June 11 at 7 pm 

Kevin Harvin Center 
Please join us at our next general membership meeting 
on Saturday June 11, 2016 which will be a panel 
discussion, “CAFCI from the Beginning” and question-
and-answer session from the attendees regarding 
CAFCI’s history.  As usual, there will be updates for 
CAFCI’s upcoming events, including the Talent Show 
and Annual Friendship Ball.   Check out our website for 
more information (www.cafcipbc.org).   

 
 

 

 
CAFCI’S TALENT SHOW 

Sunday, August 7 at 5 pm  

Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center 

Do you know, or are you a talented youth age 5 to 18 
years of age…love to perform, play an instrument, sing, 
dance?  Here is the opportunity to showcase that 
amazing talent. Auditions will be held on Friday, July 
22nd at 6 pm at the Kevin Harvin Center in Royal Palm 
Beach.  For information or to participate, contact 
Nadine White-Boyd at 561-351-6895 or 
nvwboyd@aol.com; visit CAFCI’s website at 
www.cafcipbc.org or call 561-790-4002. 

 

CAFCI SCOUTS 

Scout Update:  Troop 111 celebrated their 34th Eagle Scout; 
a tremendous accomplishment and a true testament to the 
leaders.  Besides our graduates, two of our older scouts 
camped for the last time the weekend of May 28th as Boy 
Scouts. They will be turning 18 and leaving the Troop. We 
are also losing their dads, two fantastic Assistant Scout 
Masters.  While we are proud to see these young men move 
up, it is sad to see them go.  
 
Pack 120 had their Crossover the weekend of May 28th. 
Four new Scouts crossed from Cub Scouts and were 
welcomed into Boy Scout Troop 111.  School is out and all 
are waiting for the exciting summer camp outs they've been 
preparing for all year.  

 
 
 

 

 
  

Saturday, June 11th at 9 pm: Free Spirit Outreach, Inc., 
in association with United Sports & Social Club, presents 
a Black, Green and Gold Affair (wear your Jamaican 
colors) at 2250 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., #108, West 
Palm Beach. Music by DJ Prento Fire. Admission: 
$10.  For more information, visit www.unitedsportclub.com 
or call 561-692-1508 or www.freespeiritoutreach.org or 
561-255- 4055. 
 
Thursday, June 30th from 7 pm: Palm Beach 
Democratic Club will be having  the AllSpice Flavors of 
the Caribbean Awards Reception  at West Palm Beach 
Lakefront Pavilion, 101 S. Flagler Drive, West Palm 
Beach.  For tickets or more information, please contact 
Sophia Nelson at 561-531-1876 or sopnel@aol.com. 
 
Saturday, July 30th from 7 pm until:  Jamaicans of the 
Palm Beaches invites you to their 25th Anniversary 
Independence Dinner & Dance at Hilton Palm Beach 
Airport, 150 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach.  Live 
performance by Luciano and Sweet Justice Band & 
Mellosound International.  For more information, call 561-
386-8503, 561-635-3197, 561-385-1621 or 561-577-7162. 
 
Saturday, July 30th from 7 pm until:  Caribbean Music 
Festival, Inc. presents Jamaica Grand Independence 
Ball at Hyatt Regency – Bonaventure, 250 Racquet Club 
Road, Weston.  For more information, call 954-432-6243 
or 954-681-1091. 
 
Saturday, August 4, 2016 9 am – 2 pm:  Jamaicans of 
the Palm Beaches and Palm Beach Healthcare 
Foundation, Inc. presents the 25th Annual Free Health 
Fare at The Mollie Wilmot Center at Palm Healthcare 
Pavilion, 5205 Greenwood Avenue, West Palm Beach. 

 

 

mailto:nvwboyd@aol.com
mailto:sopnel@aol.com


 

 
Cultural Committee and friends 

 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY DAY  

Once again we had our 2016 Cultural Diversity event on 
Saturday, May 7th at Veterans Park in Royal Palm Beach.  

A diverse group of cultures performed: American German 
Club of the Palm Beaches, ATribe Music, Cheeky belly 
dancer, Chinese School of Performing Arts, The Dance 
Rhythms Group, DWHAS Reggae Band, Fred Astaire 
Dance Studios, Chunky Harrigan- Drummer, Japan Karate-
Do Genbu-Kai of Florida, Monwhattie Indian Group, Ni Ma 
Lion Dance Team, Robert O'Donovan-Irish Solo and 
Panther Run Elementary-Calypso Cats.  The evening 
ended with dancing to DWHAS Reggae Band. Domino 
players, arts and crafts for the children, and several 
vendors showcased various cultures and ethnicity 
participating throughout the afternoon. This year it was 
noticeable that we had a more diverse audience. Mayor 

Fred Pinto opened our Cultural Diversity Day (the first time 
in his capacity as Mayor of Royal Palm Beach) together 
with the other members of the Council. There was a 
significant number of CAFCI members in attendance. 
Thanks to Jalissa Sutton of the Village of Royal Palm 
Beach who worked diligently with CAFCI Cultural 
Committee to make the day a success. Thanks to our 
fantastic and hard working 2016 Cultural Committee for 

another wonderful celebration of our different cultures. 
CAFCI continues to “walk good” for our community.  

Submitted by Elet Cyris 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Photographs by Carol Porter 



 
2016 Student Assistance Award Recipients     Photograph by Carol Porter 

CAFCI 2016 STUDENT ASSISTANCE AWARD CEREMONY 
Celebrating The Academic Excellence  

of Local Students 

CAFCI’s Student Assistance Awards Committee hosted their 
24th annual Student Assistance Awards ceremony on 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 at the original Wellington Mall.  As 
part of CAFCI’s mission, the organization is committed to 
empowering youth through providing access to educational 
opportunities.  Over the past 24 years, CAFCI has given a 
total of $77,000 
in financial 
support.  This 
year CAFCI was 
proud to award 
assistance of 
$500-$1,000 to 
21 deserving 
students.  The 
committee 
consisting of co-
chairs, Junette 
Powell and 
Nadine White-
Boyd, Esq., and 
committee 
members Lori 
Cabrera (who 
sang the tribute 
to the 
recipients), Leonie Escoffery (who was our illustrious MC for 
the evening), Clover Henry Gilroy (who introduced the guest 
speaker), Alpha McDonald (who gave the vote of thanks) 
and Dr. Cedric Lynch (who was absent due to his Mother’s 
death) had the pleasure of reviewing the students’ 
applications and interviewing the students; and the very 
difficult job of choosing which students would receive an 
award. 
 
The Honorable Fred Pinto, Mayor of the Village of Royal 
Palm Beach, put it best when he noted that we often hear 
negative stories and commentaries about the crisis in our 
youth today, but after learning about the stellar 
accomplishments and career goals of the award recipients, 
he felt incredibly confident about the positive impact that 
these young people would have as the future leaders of the 
nation.  School Board member Marcia Andrews was also in 
attendance and gave a message of support and 
encouragement to the students. She advised them to be 
proud of what they have achieved academically and also in 
the community that reflected their sense of civic 
responsibility. Ms. Andrews reminded the awardees that, 
despite the challenges and obstacles that life presents, they 
must never give up on pursuing their dreams. 
 
The keynote speaker was the very dynamic A. Wayne Gill, 
Esq. whose motivational words to the students connected 

with everyone in attendance. He emphasized that 
technology has truly made the world a global marketplace. 
Young people must become conscious of the fact that their 
competition will come from every corner of the earth, and in 
order to maintain academic and professional excellence, 
they will have to work harder and smarter than the 
competition. Gill urged the students to build on the effort that 
earned them the award they were receiving and embrace 
the challenge of being the future leaders and trailblazers of a 

rapidly changing 
world. 
 
Undeniably, the 
highlight of the 
evening was 
when the 
awardees were 
called to the 
stage to receive 
their certificates. 
Each student 
gave a short yet 
very stirring and 
often poignant 
speech thanking 
family members 
and mentors who 
inspired them to 
believe in 
themselves and 

to strive for excellence. 

Submitted by Leonie Escoffery 

 
 
Letter from a 2016 Student Assistance Recipient  

Hello, my name is Ivan Cowans, a recipient of the 2016 
Caribbean American for Community Involvement 
Scholarship.  I am emailing you to thank you for the check 
and to let you know that I thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony 
last Saturday, May 14th. There were many highlights to the 
event and the speakers and presenters all had inspiring and 
empowering information to share with us. 
 
“The world is flat” by Mr. Gill is one that comes to mind (my 
science teachers were wrong haha), how technology has 
shrunk the world in terms of how we can freely communicate 
with people across great distances. Ms. Andrews’ inspiring 
speech where she described us as shooting stars is another 
one that I fondly remember. Mayor Pinto’s analogy to us 
about being like starfish on the beach, as we have been 
given this great opportunity was also quite thought 
provoking. During the refreshments part of the ceremony, I 
got to interact with some of my peers and meet many of the 
guests present. Overall, everyone made me feel very 
welcome and the atmosphere was warm and supportive, 
almost like a family event.  Thank you for all you do. 



 
  

 
Lauriston Simms, Demi-Anne Barnett 

 
Raymond Martin, Ashley Wilson 

 
Ijahala Pottinger, Rhonda Ferrin-Davis 

 
Nadine White-Boyd, Alexandra Woodside, 

Dennis Wright 

 
Alexus Foster 

 
Bryana Manasse 

 
Chantal Anderson 

 
D’Andre Dunkley 

 
Dylan Santalo 

 
Dominique Dorce 

 
Devounte Ho-Hing 

 
Deborah Colimon 

 
Nheissa Isidor 

 
Elise Elizondo 

 
Ivanhoe Cowans 

 
Loveyou Nicolas 

 

 
Tristan Magloire 

 
Romainska Moise 

 
Nicholas Fah-Sang 

 
Mailuce Louidor 

CONGRATULATIONS 

2016 STUDENT ASSISTANCE 

AWARD RECIPIENTS 

  Not Pictured: Janice Morgan                            Photographs by Carol Porter 



 

JUNE IS……  

CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

Caribbean immigrants have been contributing to the well-
being of American society since its founding. Alexander 
Hamilton, the First Secretary of the Treasury was from the 
Caribbean island of Nevis. We count among our famous 
sons and daughters, Secretary of State Colin Powell, Cicely 
Tyson, W.E.B Dubois, James Weldon Johnson, Harry 
Belafonte and Sidney Poitier to name a few. The Institute of 
Caribbean Studies' (ICS) effort began in 1999 with a 
petition to President Bill Clinton for the recognition of a 
Caribbean American Heritage Month.  In 2000, ICS began 
leading activities in celebration of June as Caribbean 
American Heritage Month in Washington DC, building on 
efforts started by a now defunct ad-hoc group of 
Washington DC residents to have a Caribbean Heritage 
Month designated in Washington DC in 1999.  

The official campaign for a National Caribbean American 
Heritage Month began in 2004 when a legislative bill was 
tabled in Congress by Congresswoman Barbara Lee. 
Language was provided by ICS Founder and President Dr. 
Claire Nelson. The Bill was reintroduced by Congressman 
Lee and passed the House in June 2005 and the Senate in 
February 2006. A Proclamation making the resolution 
official was signed by President George W. Bush on June 
5, 2006.  In 2006, actress and singer Sheryl Lee Ralph and 
basketball great Rick Fox were named official 
spokespersons for National Caribbean American Heritage 
Month. Learn more at 
www.caribbeanamericanheritage.org.  Each year, ICS 
works with our partners at a number of organizations to 
present a parade of events for varied palates.  Learn more 
about this year’s events at 
www.caribbeanamericanheritage.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 
MAKE A HURRICANE PLAN 
 Know your hurricane risk. Talk to your local emergency 

management agency. 
 Make an emergency plan. 
 Build or restock your basic disaster supplies kit, including 

food and water, a flashlight, batteries, chargers, cash, and 
first aid supplies. 

 Consider buying flood insurance. 
 Familiarize yourself with local emergency plans. Know 

where to go and how to get there should you need to get 
to higher ground or to evacuate. 

 Stay tuned to local wireless emergency alerts, TV, or radio 
for weather updates, emergency instructions, or 
evacuation orders. 

BASIC PREPAREDNESS TIPS 
 Know where to go. If you are ordered to evacuate, know 

the local hurricane evacuation route(s) to take and have a 
plan for where you can stay. Contact your local 
emergency management agency for more information. 

 Put together a disaster supply kit, including a flashlight, 
batteries, cash, first aid supplies, and copies of your 
critical information if you need to evacuate 

 If you are not in an area that is advised to evacuate and 
you decide to stay in your home, plan for adequate 
supplies in case you lose power and water for several 
days and you are not able to leave due to flooding or 
blocked roads. 

 Make a family emergency communication plan. 
 Many communities have text or email alerting systems for 

emergency notifications. To find out what alerts are 
available in your area, search the Internet with your town, 
city, or county name and the word “alerts.” 

PREPARING YOUR HOME 
 Hurricane winds can cause trees and branches to fall, so 

before hurricane season, trim or remove damaged trees 
and limbs to keep you and your property safe. 

 Secure loose rain gutters and downspouts and clear any 
clogged areas or debris to prevent water damage to your 
property. 

 Reduce property damage by retrofitting to secure and 
reinforce the roof, windows and doors, including the 
garage doors. 

 Purchase a portable generator or install a generator for 
use during power outages. Remember to keep generators 
and other alternate power/heat sources outside, at least 
20 feet away from windows and doors and protected from 
moisture; and NEVER try to power the house wiring by 
plugging a generator into a wall outlet. 

 Consider building a FEMA safe room or ICC 500 storm 
shelter designed for protection from high-winds and in 
locations above flooding levels. 
 

For more detailed information and links, visit 
https://www.ready.gov/  

http://www.caribbeanamericanmonth.org/
http://www.caribbeanamericanmonth.org/
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes?gclid=CJ65kor1ic0CFYMehgodqUgLsg
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes?gclid=CJ65kor1ic0CFYMehgodqUgLsg
https://www.ready.gov/


 
 
 

 
  

 



  

 





  

 



 

 

 

A          For C.A.F.C.I. 
After receiving counsel from a team of professionals in the commercial 
lending arena, we are in the process of developing a 5-year plan for board 
approval. Although we have not completed the plan, a couple 
opportunities have presented themselves and we are following up on both 
of them. Things are currently very fluid and we ask that members and 
friends be prepared to support any “sudden” or “quick” opportunities that 
may arise. 

To share your ideas, information, such as available property, land or facilities that you think is a good 
fit for CAFCI, contact Radcliffe “Woody” Brown at 561-791-3344, or send an email to 
radcliffewoody@aol.com 

The Buy-A-Brick program is still in force and provides everyone an opportunity to participate in this venture. 
Please visit the web page at www.cafcipbc.org and click on the “Home of Our Own” tab or call Radcliffe 
“Woody” Brown at 561-791-3344 for more information. We have made it easier 
to participate in the program by facilitating monthly payments to purchase a 
brick. Monthly payments of $50 for a $1,000 brick and $150 for a $3,000 
brick are available. 
 
Submitted by Radcliffe “Woody” Brown 

 

 

 
CAFCI’S VALUES STATEMENT: Caribbean American for Community Involvement acknowledges and honors 
the fundamental value and dignity of all individuals and pledges itself to creating and maintaining an 
environment that respects diverse traditions, heritages, and experiences. We believe in giving a voice to all 
people and respecting all people regardless of ethnicity or socio-economic background. 

We support the participation in and promotion of events that lead to respect and mutual understanding 
among the various cultural, ethnic and socio economic groups in our community. We believe in promoting 
honesty and integrity by being transparent in all our dealings, having fun and fellowship with each other 
while volunteering and caring for the young and elderly and helping those in need. 

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily the views and 
opinions of CAFCI’s members and/or the Newsletter Committee members. 

 

CAFCI MEMBERS………If you would like to share any accomplishments of close relatives (e.g. child, grandchild, niece 
and/or nephew)  with your CAFCI Family in the “Our Children Are Our Future” section of the NEWS, please provide the 
information to Paul Baker (email: ujama4@aol.com or phone 784-0067).  If there is any other information you would like 
to be included in the NEWS, please submit information to Junette Powell (junettep56@gmail.com). 

IMPORTANT: Include “CAFCI NEWS” in the subject line when sending e-mails. Inclusion of articles submitted will be at 

the discretion of the Newsletter Committee and based on space availability. 

 

 

mailto:radcliffewoody@aol.comI
http://www.cafcipbc.org/


 
 

 
CAFCI 
1030 Royal Palm Beach Boulevard 
Box 11 

Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411 

 
 

Dates are subject to change. Please check the current issue of the NEWS and the website. 
Saturday, June 11: General Membership Meeting, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 

Saturday, July 9: General Membership Meeting, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 
Friday, July 22: Youth Talent Show Audition, 6 pm at the Harvin Center 

Friday, July 29: Original Backyard Party, 6 pm at 118 Barcelona Avenue, Royal Palm Beach 
Sunday, August 7: Youth Talent Show, 5 pm at the Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center 

Saturday, August 13: General Membership Meeting  Membership Appreciation, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 
Saturday, September 10: General Membership Meeting, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 

Saturday, September 17, 2016, 7 pm 

CAFCI’S ANNUAL FRIENDSHIP BALL 
Hilton Palm Beach Airport, 150 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach 

Saturday, October 8: General Membership Meeting  International Games Night, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 
Saturday, November 12: General Membership Meeting, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 

Saturday, December 10: General Membership Meeting  Toys for Tots/Pot Luck, 7 pm at the Harvin Center 
Saturday, December 31: New Year’s Eve Party, 8 pm at the Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center 

 

2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
(Single - $60  Couple - $100) 

You may still submit your membership dues online at www.cafcipbc.org OR 

Mail to CAFCI Attention: Lawrence Logan 1030 Royal Palm Beach Blvd., Box 11, Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411 


